[image: image3.png]


[image: image2.png]



[image: image1.png]


      

             SDA Hiroshima English School


English Bible Lesson Manual
Mission
Purpose

The purpose of these lessons is to communicate the Bible message during English conversation class.

Audience

The target audience of these lessons is adults (junior high school age and up) who have had some English exposure.  People who have no English language background are not recommended to use these lessons.  High school students, university students, working adults, housewives, with English background can use these lessons.  These lessons would be considered too basic for the advance student of English, but would provide a good source of revision, consolidation and conversation practice.

These lessons have been developed in a Japanese context, but can be used or adapted for other situations.

Usage

These lessons have been used in the following way:

Advertise “free English conversation classes using the Bible and Bible stories”.

Make sure people know that the Bible is used for the English conversations classes.

These lessons are not Bible studies.  These lessons are English lessons and are to be used as such.  To teach Bible classes, please use other sets of Bible studies or lessons.

Make sure you teach an English lesson.  Don’t teach a Bible class with a few English “tips” thrown in.  The students who come are expecting an English class.

Do your best to teach good English.  Your students will respect you for it.

Pray before your students arrive.  Pray that they will understand the Biblical message and learn good English.  Also, pray after your students have left.
It may also be suitable to pray with your students before and after the lessons study.  Judge whether this is suitable.

Enjoy some friendly English conversation about any reasonable topic for the first few minutes of class.  Then begin the lesson.
Ask students to read out loud a verse each from the Bible text of the lesson.  Stop after each student and explain any new vocabulary, grammar, or meanings.  Don’t rush this part.  You may want to summarize in simple English the story or verses just read.

Now, review the vocabulary listed in the lesson.

Focus on the grammar and make sure both you and the students understand the grammar point and sentence structure) before moving on.

Begin working through the activities, asking one student to suggest an answer for the first question.  Don’t wait too long for an answer as to embarrass a student who does not know the answer.
The activities usually emphasize the grammar point and reinforce the new vocabulary.  The answers are usually from the vocabulary.

Once the student (or other student or teacher) has spoken the answer, the whole class reads through the answer.  Sometimes you may want to ask students to say the whole sentence without looking at the lesson sheet (by memory).

Ask the next student to answer the next question.

After completing the last activity question, judge how much you can say about the “Thought” or Bible message.  Keep it very short, accurate and clear.  If people seem interested or ask questions, share more and answer questions, but don’t get off topic and remember that the lessons is only intended to usually share one small packet of Bible information.  Keep it brief and powerful.  Usually couple of minutes is enough.
Of course, these are only guidelines and can be adapted to meet more specific needs.  Allow the Spirit to guide you.

Development

These lessons have been developed using the following method.  You can use these method to develop your own lessons:

1. Pray and consider a Biblical topic that you think might be of interest or of help for the students who will most likely come to the free English conversation class

2. Find Bible texts which convey this message clearly (clear enough for the students to see easily without too much explanation).  Usually between 3 and 7 verses is a good length.  Don’t make it too long.

3. Look for a grammar point contained within the verses (eg. tenses, sentence structure, prepositions, conjunctions etc) .  If you can find a grammar point which has been used a number of times, that’s even better, but there must be at least one part of the Bible text with the grammar point.  If the central phrase or sentence (which contains the main Bible message) contains the grammar example sentence, this will be good.
4. Look for a number of new vocabulary words.  Look for key words which carry the Bible message of the text.  Look for words which are used commonly in English conversation.  Try to limit “church” words (eg. salvation, baptism etc) to only one per lesson.

5. Have 2 or 3 example sentences showing the usage of the grammar point.  If there is only one from the Bible text, make another simple sentence with the grammar point.

6. Create about 10 (more or less) “fill-in-the-blank” sentences which contain either the grammar point or contain at least one of the vocabulary words.  Try to combine as much as possible (both grammar and vocabulary words in the one sentence are best).  Also, try to have sentences which make it easy to guess the missing words.  This can be a challenge at times.  There is nothing wrong with repetition.

7. The last few activity questions/sentences should be a little different.  Have a sentence which is more open ended, where students have to think of a few words or a phrase to complete that activity number.  This can be fun as it can be a way for the teacher and students to get to know each other a bit more.  Also, have the last activity number link in with (or contain) the Bible message for that lesson.
8. Clearly write a simple sentence or two containing the Bible message or “Thought” for the lesson.

9. Include the English & Japanese Bible texts and the activity answers on separate page.
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