Welcome to the uncover! Seminar. I've been looking forward to this seminar for quite some time, and am glad to see each of you here. Today is the "Launch Talk", which is the first of 11 meetings in the uncover! Seminar. Thank-you for coming.

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man finds the treasure, he sells everything he has, so he can buy the land which has the treasure. Matthew 13:44.

The uncover! Seminar, will be for you, like finding treasure. We will uncover the treasure of inner peace, experiencing God, and knowing the future. The seminar will reveal answers to these questions: where did the earth and human life come from? what happens after death? how can I best live life here? If you do not search for treasure, you will not find it. As you come to this seminar, you will discover the treasure.

Let me introduce myself. My name is Brad Warden. I'm 24 and I'm from Australia. I arrived in Japan about 1 month ago to begin 1 year of English teaching at the SDA English School here in Hiroshima.

I have 2 older brothers. My oldest brother is married and lives in Cairns, Australia, and my other brother and parents live near Brisbane, Australia. I studied computing at university and have worked in IT for 5 years. I spent 6 months in Melbourne, Australia, doing volunteer work before coming to Japan.

Who has been to Australia? Did you like it? My time in Japan so far, over the last 5 weeks, has been great! I've really enjoyed it. I've wanted to come here for along time. I studied some basic Japanese in Elementary School and had a desire to see Japan. I'd seen Mt Fuji in pictures, seen videos of the fast shinkansens, read about the advanced technology, and wanted to come to Asia. I'm very thankful to be able to live here, now, for a year.

I've been getting used to changing my shoes and wearing slippers here. Also, the different style toilets here are interesting. It's very mountainous here. And I've found the people very friendly and helpful, even when I can't speak much Japanese! It's been fun here.

"Ancient Wisdom & Modern Experience". Ancient Wisdom. Modern experience. Old knowledge and new life. Today, the first part of the seminar, we will be taking an objective look at this book・the Bible. And then, I would like to invite you to listen to the story of my experience with God・my testimony. I will share how God has been a part of my life.

The Bible is not a normal book. It is different. It is special. There is no other book like the Bible in the whole world. Please allow me to share a few insights into the Bible. I will give a brief overview of what the Bible is.

The Bible is made up of 66 smaller books put together. The "Old Testament" part of the Bible includes historical records, stories, laws & rules, poetry, prophecies, biographies, songs of worship and personal experiences. It records the history of Israel and surrounding nations in the Middle East region, and how God interacted with people in the BC era. It even includes a number of love stories!

The "New Testament" part of the Bible records the stories and teachings of Jesus Christ from about 2000 years ago. It also records the actions of Jesus' followers and many letters which His followers wrote. The last book in the Bible, Revelation, reveals many things about the future.

The Bible was written by many different people. How many people do you think wrote the Bible? About 40 people wrote the Bible. They lived in different periods of history, came from different classes of society (some kings, farmers, doctors, lawyers, tax collectors), lived on different continents (Asia, Europe, Africa), and lived in different cultures (Egyptian, Babylonian, Persian, Greek, Roman and others).

The Bible claims to uncover to us who God is. It says that it reveals God. It claims to answer these questions: What does the future hold? What happens after death? How can I have peace now? Are these questions you would like answered? Do you want to know?

But can we trust what the Bible says? Is it true? Does it contain "Ancient Wisdom"? Is it relevant to today's modern society?

In 1983, there was the sound of a new baby crying at home. My mother gave birth to me 24 years ago in Brisbane, Australia, and my two older brothers were so delighted・until, when my oldest brother was holding me, I kicked him! Also, it's my Mum's birthday today. I wished her a happy birthday this morning.

I grew up and was raised in a Christian home. I went to a Christian school and church. When I was 12 years old, I gave my life to God, was baptized, and became a member of and joined the SDA church. We moved to a different town when I was 14, and I met some challenges there.

I began to not live for God in all areas of my life. I began doing things I knew were wrong. I did not listen to my parents as much and became rebellious. My life did not improve, but my sense of peace disappeared and I was restless.

At the age of 17, I gave my life back to God again. I heard of God's love for me, and how He stilled cared about me, even when I was ignoring Him. I found peace again with God and continued to grow in my understanding of Him. This was a rich experience. I thank God He did not give up on me.

In 2001, I began studying computing at university and began working as well. Over the next 5 years of my life, I grew in my understanding of God, but not without its challenges. At times I wondered if there really was a God. After talking with others at work, my beliefs were challenged. How do I know if my beliefs are true or not? Every time, God would give me answers to my own questions. Each time, I would come back to my original beliefs, as the only thing that would make sense: God is the Creator, the Bible is true, Jesus did live on this earth, His teachings are right.

My desire to share my growing faith and peace with others, lead me to help out at church, share with friends at work, and eventually, go to Melbourne as a volunteer for 6 months. At the beginning of this year, 2007, I left my good IT job at university, to spend half a year teaching the Bible and inviting people to find the peace I had found. It was exciting. Things were going well at the start and then challenges came.

After talking with some people, my beliefs were challenged. I could not answer their objections to my faith. I began to have the same old doubts again. I could not be confident in my religion. I was meant to be teaching the Bible, but I did not know if I believed in it myself.

This continued for a period of about 3 months. Some days I would feel like I partly believed in the Bible. Some days I was more confident than others. Other days I felt like I could not teach the Bible. Many questions swirled around in my head. I was unstable. I didn't know what I believed.

During this time, I was considering what I would do after my 6 months ended. I didn't want to teach the Bible anymore. I didn't want a job associated with a religion. I also wanted to travel and visit Asia. I liked the idea of teaching English in Japan. It was a place I had wanted to visit for a long time. So, I began applying for jobs in Japan.

I knew I could apply to work at the SDA English School associated with the SDA Christian church, but I did not want work at a job associated with any religion. I came close to being successful in getting a job with a different English school, but only just missed out. I also applied for a number of IT computing jobs and English teaching positions in Japan, but nothing seemed to be working out. I was not at rest. I did not have peace. It seemed I was avoiding the SDA English School, but I could not get it out of my mind.

I was watching Hope Channel TV, and there was a program about the SDA English. A few days later, I saw the same program again! My friends were talking about it. Most of all, it seemed like I was avoiding it. I didn't want to work there. Any place in Japan, but not the SDA English School.

I reluctantly requested more information on how to apply. A very positive response came, asking me to begin filling things out etc. I half-heartedly got everything together and sent it off, still not really wanting to go, but just keeping my options open.

Then one day, during my doubts, questions, worries and uncertainties, I stopped. I was spending time reading the Bible and thinking about God. Why was I trying to avoid going to the SDA English School? After thinking, I concluded that there were two reasons: because I was not sure if God was real; and, because I wanted to go to Japan my own way, not the way God wanted me to go. Unbelief and selfishness; these were the two reasons was why I was avoiding the SDA English School.

On this particular morning I tried to imagine life without God. Not knowing if He was there or not, I almost came to the point of asking Him to leave me. But I couldn't. Why couldn't I ask God to leave me. Who would I call on for help during difficult times? I began reasoning many things.

If God was not there, where did I come from and who made the world? Evolution does not make sense, so it must be God who made the earth, just like the Bible says.

If there was no God, then there are no rules or laws・I can make my own rules and do what I want. But this did not make sense to me. There must be a God, because everyone knows that killing, stealing, lying, rape etc are wrong. The Bible reveals this.

If God was not there, then nothing really matters, and no-one cares if anyone dies. It doesn't matter if someone dies, because nothing matters. But I knew it did matter. There must be a God.

If there were no God, then Jesus Christ is a liar. But He did so many good things and miracles. He must be from God.

Who invented marriage? Who created families? Who made love and kindness? Where did the 7-day week come from? Where did all the world's languages come from? The Bible gives the answers to all of these questions. God is real.

If God is not there, how do you explain supernatural events? How do you explain modern miracles? Why are millions of people accepting God in today's world? When I teach the Bible, why do people believe it? Why have so many people's lives been changed for the better after they chose to follow God?

As I was thinking about these questions, I could only conclude that God is real, and that the Bible which speaks about God is true. I began to cry, more than I had cried for many years, when I realized how true God is, and that He cares for me.

And now, I had no reason to not teach English in Japan at the SDA English Schools. I believed in God. I wanted to follow Him. I wanted to serve Him. I wanted to share Him with other people. I wanted other people have the peace, joy, confidence and hope I have.

I believe God lead me here to Hiroshima from Australia. I know God planned for me to come to Japan to teach English. I know He wants me here. Why did He lead me here? Was it for me to just have fun? Just to say I've been to Japan? No. God lead me here to share my faith with you. God wants each person to know Him, and find peace and hope in Him.

The Bible tells us how we can have this peace and happiness. The Bible explains how we can have eternal life and live forever. The Bible tells us that the future of this world is bright and full of hope. The Bible tells us how we should live our lives now.

The Bible is true. It is accurate and dependable. True science matches with the Bible. Secular history and archaeology matches with the Bible. The Bible contains the oldest religion in the world, dating back to 4000 BC. The Bible has outlined world history and predicted many details of the life of Jesus Christ, 400 years before He came to earth.

The Bible is the most published and translated book in the world. The Bible has changed billions of people's lives for the better. The Bible has changed my life, and continues to change my life today.

Is the Bible a book you want to learn more about? Have you seen the value of uncovering the treasure in the Bible?

Please come to the second meeting in the uncover! Seminar. The second meeting will be on October 9, this Tuesday evening at 6:30. It will be repeated on October 11, this Thursday evening at 7:00. We will be revealing the answer to these questions: Who is God? What is He like? Does He care? Please bring anyone from your family, or your friends. There is no cost. Please get the handout for today's talk. This paper will have the notes and summary from today's meeting. At the bottom of the handout there is a website. The website will have a schedule, list of topics and dates, and all of the handouts and notes. See you on Tuesday or Thursday!

