Good morning!  How are you today?  I hope you’re ready to listen for the next 20 to 30 minutes.  Please don’t fall asleep!  Because, if you do, I might have to walk up to you and wake you up.  It might be a bit embarrassing!
And, today, we will be talking about some big topics.  What are we going to talk about today?  Some biiiig topics.  So, listen carefully.  Today’s talk relates directly to you.

Japan has one of the highest life expectancies in the world!  If you live in Japan, you can expect to live longer than most other people!  You are quite lucky to be Japanese!  Daniel and I are Australians and we have a high life expectancy too, but it is two years less than Japan.  In Japan, you can expect to live about 82 years.  In Australia, 80 years.  In Japan, if you are a man, you will live about 79 years, but if you are a woman, you can live about 86 years!  The women in this country are lucky!
But, last week, the oldest person in Japan died.  They were 113 years old!  I plan to live about 150 years.  How about you?

When I was a child, 1 years was such a looooong time!  It was sooo long from one birthday to the next.  Now, birthdays come soon enough.  And, older people often say that life was very short.

But how old is the earth?  Thousands of years old.  Think of the ancient history of Egypt and how long ago that was.  Let’s suppose this earth is about 6000 years old.  That means if you live 100 years, life is quite short. (show illustration on board).  How old is the universe?  Maybe much older!  So, our lives are very short.

So, how significant are we?  How important are we?  In 500 years time, will anyone remember me?  Will anyone care that I lived?  Will it matter at all?  We’ll talk about these questions in just a moment.

But before that, I want to introduce to you a saying in English.  Who likes going to the beach?  In Australia, we have some really nice beaches.  Has anyone been to the Gold Coast in Australia?  It’s a nice place.  I love going to the beach.  What do you find at the beach?  Or, what is at the beach?  (water, sun, sand etc).  Sand. Ok.

So, are you ready to learn some English?  Ok.  Here’s the saying: “bury your head in sand”. (repeat, write on board, then ask everyone to repeat).  This saying means that you ignore what is going on around you.  You don’t want to see or hear what is happening.  You don’t want to think about the situation or the consequences.  Maybe if someone doesn’t listen to their parents advice, then someone might say they have buried their head in the sand.  What was the saying again?  “Bury your head in the sand”.
Is this a good thing to do?  Would you like to be known as a person who burries their head in the sand?  I don’t!  But, sometimes life is like that.  We live a few short years, but we don’t stop to think about the big picture.  What is the big picture?

Have you ever wondered what life is all about?  Why we are here?  What does life mean?  Sometimes, do you wonder if there is any point to life?  Do you ask yourself where everyone and everything came from?  Or, do you wonder about the future of your life?  The future of your family, friends, or the future of the world?  Why do people suffer?  Why is there hurt and pain and death?  And, what really matters in life?  What are the most important things in life?

Recently, one of my Asian friends in Australia, had her grandmother pass away.  Her grandmother was the closest person to her.  My friend said it helped her realise what the important things in life are.

Sometime we go through life so busy, we don’t stop and think.  Sometimes we have our heads buried in the sand.  We don’t think, and we don’t want to think.  We can’t make sense of life, so we just ignore it and keep on living, getting busy with school, work, studies, parties, travel, shopping, entertainment, (learning English!), so we don’t have to think about it.

So, why are we here?  Why are we alive?  What’s the point to life?  Well, when we are born, we live for a few years, then go to school.  Why do we go to school?  Well, so we can get educated.  We go to juku to get a good grade at school.  Why?  So we can get into a good university.  Why?  So we can get a good job that we like and that pays good money.  Why?  So we can have a nice home, kids, car, holidays.  Why?  So your children can do the same thing you did.  What’s the point?

Money does not bring lasting happiness.  I’m sure you can find many people who have lots of money, but they are stressed and not happy.  Some very poor countries with poor people, are some of the happiest people in the world.  Don’t make money, houses, or possessions the focus of your life.

Jesus taught us this principle in Matthew 6:19.  “Do not store up riches for yourselves here on earth, where moths and rust destroy, and robbers break in and steal.”  Jesus encourages us to think about the important things in life.  He tells us not to get focussed on money.  Money does not last forever.
What about being famous?  Many sportsmen, after they become the champion, don’t know what to do.  The also wonder what life is about.  Many pop stars or movie stars don’t find satisfaction in being famous, but search desperately to find something… but they don’t know what it is.

So, we know our lives are short.  Our lives seem to be insignificant.  We don’t really know what life is all about.  But we do know that we are valuable and precious.  We know life is precious.  We know that our families and friends are important.  People close to us are some of the most important things in our lives.

How do we know we are valuable?  How do we know our family and friends are important?

Let’s read Genesis 1:1, 26.  “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth… And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.”

So, we are valuable because God made us.  God created us as His children.  He is our Father.  He cares for us as His children.
How many people are parents here?  Why did you have children?  Do you try to make your children happy?  Do you try to make their lives pleasant?  Do you love them?  Do you want the best for them?  Yes, of course.  It is the same with God.

He made us for the same reason you wanted children.  He wanted to love us.  He wants us to be happy.  When you know you belong to God, you life takes on a new meaning.

Think of a brand new Mazda car.  I nice new blue demio.  It has just been manufactured here in Hiroshima and is ready to be used.  Would you like one?  What is the purpose of a car?  One day, Daniel decides to buy it.  He likes the car so much.  He washes the car every day, takes photos of it and dreams about it.

Then, one day, I ask Daniel, “So how’s your new car?”  He says, “Great!”  So, wehere have you been?” I ask.  He says, “No where.”  “What?!”  I ask.  “No-where. I just love sitting in the car, listening to the stereo and keeping warm inside my car.”  “So you haven’t driving it anywhere?”

You see, when we don’t understand the purpose of something, we miss out on so much.  Daniel didn’t know what the car was for, or he didn’t use it for it’s purpose.  When he began to drive the car, everything made sense.  “Now I know what the lights are for!”  His new car has suddenly become so much more valuable to him.

Life is like that.  Let’s look at the big picture.  Let’s think about it.  Let’s take our heads out of the sand.  Let’s step back and see what our purpose is.
You will find answers in the Bible.  As you consider these things, your life will begin to take on a new meaning.  As you spend time thinking about why we are here alive today, you will discover a new happiness in life.

This has been my experience.  Last year, I asked many of these questions.  I felt unstable, unsure, not confident, and I didn’t have peace.  But as I accepted what the Bible says about life, about God creating us, about the positive future God has planned for us, then, since that time, my life has become so much better.  I know God made me.  I know He cares for me.  I know He has a good plan and a future for me.  This gives me peace, hope and confidence in life.

Because God cares for us as His children, He has recorded messages for us in the Bible.  The Bible tells us about God.  It tells us about the Son of God, Jesus Christ.  It tells us who Jesus was.  It tells us that He love people, healed them and taught them good things.

As you begin to read and study what Jesus taught, and as you begin to follow what He taught, you will find yourself living a new life!

The Bible also tells us that Jesus died on a cross.  It tells us why He died.  It tells us He miraculously came back to life.  It tells us about the future.  It gives us hope in the future.

There are so many reasons why I believe in God and why I read and trust the Bible.  It has answered many questions in my life.  It has done the same for millions of other people.  The Bible contains the message of hope for this world.
So, because I have found answers in the Bible, I want to encourage you to take time to think about the important things in life.  I want to encourage you to consider what really matters in life.  I’d like you to have the same experience with God that I have had and that many others have had.

God has given us a promise in Jeremiah 29:13:

“And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.”
So, today’s message is this:  spend time thinking about the important things in life.  Let’s not bury our heads in the sand.  Let’s think about life and search for God.

As you search for God with all your heart, you will find Him and He will give you eternal life!
