Good morning!  How are you this morning?  Thank-you to each of you for coming this morning.  I know you will find this talk interesting.

Since coming to Japan about 1 year ago, I’ve really enjoyed learning about things in Japan.  One thing I’ve enjoyed learning about, it Japanese companies.  In Australia, we have many Japanese products, including Mitsubishi, Toyota, Suzuki, Yamaha and Mazda!

One very large company in Japan is the Mitsui group of companies.  I like large companies, so I researched its history.  In it’s early stages Mr Mitsui opened a clothes chop in Edo in 1673.  At that time, all clothes shops would take orders and then supply the clothes.  But, Mitsui decided to do something different.  He ordered the clothes first, and then sold them to the customers directly from his shop.  This is something very common today, but was very strange back then.  I’m sure some people criticised this.  But, as time went on, and his business had success, we find that, more than 300 years later, this company is one of the largest in Japan!  (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitsui)
Mr Mitsui was not afraid to do something different.  He wasn’t afraid to risk something.  He was willing to think about things differently and to try new things.

Now, this talk today may require us to think about things differently and will probably contain some new information.  Today’s topic is: “Jesus Christ”.  We are going to discover the answer to some of these questions:

“Who is Jesus?”

“Should I consider who Jesus is?”

“How does knowing about Jesus affect my life?”

“What did He do?  Where did He live?”

“I live in Japan, so why should I worry about who Jesus is?”

We are in for a high-pace discovery today.  Plenty of new information.  Are you ready?  Do you have your seat-belts on?  Ok.  Let’s begin.

Life is real.  Our lives are not fake.  I am real.  Are you real?  Sometimes life seems a bit like a dream, but life is real.  We experience real joy, and we also experience real pain and sadness in life.  Life is real.  Is our translator real?  Is she really speaking?  Is it real Japanese?  Of course, these things are real.

How about Mt Fuji?  Is it real?  What about Tokugawa Shogun?  Was he a real person?  Yes, we know all these things are real.

Just as these things are real, Jesus Christ is also a real person.  Just as the emperors of Japan are recorded in history, so is Jesus Christ recorded in history.

The Bible records the history of Jesus.  The Bible is an excellent record of history which matches with secular history.  From the Bible, we can see that Jesus was a real person.  He got hungry, tired, and very sad.  He was happy, He cried, He had friends, He experienced having a friend die, He experienced real pain.  Jesus understands our life, because He lived a real life on this earth.

The Bible is a very unique book.  It’s the most published and translated book in the world.  It’s one of the oldest and most reliable books.  There are many reasons I believe the Bible is true.

But, even outside of the Bible there are historical records revealing the existence of Jesus Christ.

Tacitus, a Roman historian in 115 AD wrote, “Christtus, from whom their name is derived, was executed at the hands of the procurator Pontius Pilate in the reign of Tiberius.”

Suetonius, another Roman historian said, “Since the Jews were continually making disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus, he (Claudius) expelled them from Rome.”

And, in the Talmud, Jewish writings, it says, “On the eve of the Passover they hanged Jeshu of Nazareth.”

So, Jesus was a real person, but was He anyone special?  Why should I care about Him?

Jesus was lived about 2000 years ago.  But, before He came, many people were expecting Him to come.  People in Asia were also expecting Him to come, because the wise men from the East travelled to Israel expecting to meet Jesus when He was born.

The Old Testament part of the Bible was written more than 400 years before Jesus was born.  But, in it are many predictions about Jesus coming.  The Bible predicted Jesus would:

· be born from a virgin

· be born in Bethlehem town

· begin His work in 27 AD

· perform miracles

· die a cruel death

People where expecting a Saviour.  Someone to help them in life.  Someone to teach them about God.  Someone to give them hope.

Dozens of predictions about Jesus came true in Jesus life.  How could someone make predictions about Jesus more than 400 years before His birth?  He must have been someone special.

So, let’s look a little at Jesus life.  He was born in 4 BC in Israel.  He grew up in Nazareth, Israel, a rough town with a bad reputation.  His father was a carpenter who taught Jesus to be a carpenter also.  He had brothers and sisters.  When He was 30, he stopped being a carpenter, and spent 3.5 years teaching and healing.

Some of the things He taught:

· love, forgiveness, peace, and hope

· how to live and how to have eternal life

· about the future; what happens after death

· about God; that God made us and really cares for us

Some of his miracles:

· He made deaf people hear and blind people see

· He healed lame people, and people with continuous bleeding

· He turned water into wine and walked on water

· He raised people from the dead!

Jesus was certainly someone special!  There is no other person in history as unique as Jesus.

Shinto people, Christian people and Buddhist people all wanting to know the mystery of “kami”, the spirit world, about angels and God.  Jesus is the One who revealed God to us.  He is the Son of God, who revealed God to us.  No other person has revealed God to us like Jesus has.

I just want to look at the last part of Jesus life now.  When He was 33 years old, there were people who did not accept Jesus and His good teachings.  They rejected Him, because they were proud, and felt guilty because of His good life and teachings.  They didn’t want to change their lives and bad actions.  They wanted to kill Jesus.  Jesus lived a perfectly good life, always wanting to help people, but some people wanted to destroy Jesus.

When Jesus was 33 years old, He died a very cruel death.  The Bible records:

Isaiah 53:3:  We despised him and rejected him; he endured suffering and pain. No one would even look at him--- we ignored him as if he were nothing. 

Isa 53:4  "But he endured the suffering that should have been ours, the pain that we should have borne. All the while we thought that his suffering was punishment sent by God. 

Isa 53:5  But because of our sins he was wounded, beaten because of the evil we did. We are healed by the punishment he suffered, made whole by the blows he received. 

Isa 53:6  All of us were like sheep that were lost, each of us going his own way. But the LORD made the punishment fall on him, the punishment all of us deserved. 

Isa 53:7  "He was treated harshly, but endured it humbly; he never said a word. Like a lamb about to be slaughtered, like a sheep about to be sheared, he never said a word. 

Isa 53:8  He was arrested and sentenced and led off to die, and no one cared about his fate. He was put to death for the sins of our people. 

Isa 53:9  He was placed in a grave with those who are evil, he was buried with the rich, even though he had never committed a crime or ever told a lie."

This is Jesus!  This is what He went through for us.  Why did He do this?  Jesus willing let Himself die like this.  He did this so that we can have eternal life.  Jesus suffered and died for our sins, so that we don’t have to suffer and die.  Jesus came to offer us eternal life.

Jesus died on a Friday.  On Sunday morning, He came back to life!  Many people saw Him.  Jesus has the power to raise us back to life.  Even though we die, Jesus will raise us back to life at the last day in the future.

If we want eternal life in heaven, then we must come to Jesus, accept Him, believe in Him and follow Him.  If we reject Him, like the people who wanted to kill Him, then we can not enter heaven.  If we choose to follow Jesus, believe He is the Son of God, then eternal life will be ours.

The reason I am sharing this with you, is because I have experienced God in my life.  I know He is real.  I know Jesus died for me, and I have accepted His gift of eternal life.

I have made many friends here in Hiroshima, and I want you to experience the same hope that I have, and to have eternal life through Jesus.

So, I want to invite you to accept Jesus today, and to begin to follow Him.  If you want to, please make that decision in your heart to God today.  We will spend a few moments thinking about today’s message.

There Was A Time


by Ralph Henderson
There was a time once in my life

I thought I had it all.

I couldn’t see You were missing in me.

I thought I was so strong.

I was so wrapped up in all that I do.

Lord, I never had time to see You.

But then one day, I saw Your face.

Now I want to me more like You.

Oh, Jesus, when I looked in Your eyes

I saw the love of the Father in You.

In the words that You’d speak,

Everything that You’d do,

Your heavenly light came shining through.

Now that I see, I want You to be

Ever in my heart.

I know in You there’s so much I can do.

If I am willing I know You’ll do your part

Give me the strength to go on day to day

So I never drift far from you.

Lead me along, give me a song,

And I’ll share it with someone for You.

Oh, Jesus, when I looked in Your eyes

I saw the love of the Father in You.

In the words that You’d speak,

Everything that You’d do,

Your heavenly light came shining through.

Lord, I want to shine for You.

There was a time once in my life

I thought I had it all.

But now I see, if You’re not in me

I’m not really living at all.

私の人生に一度、全てを手にしたと思ったときがありました。そのとき、私の中に、あなたがいないことに気がつかずに。

とても強い者に感じ、自分の持っているものに満足し、主よ、あなたを見る時間もありませんでした。

そしてある日、あなたの顔を見て、今は、もっとあなたのようになりたいと思うのです。

イエス様、私があなたの目を見たとき、父の愛をあなたに感じました。

あなたが語る全て、あなたがされる全てに、天からのあなたの光が輝き、降り注いでいるようです。

今、あなたに私の心の中に、ずっといて欲しいのです。

あなたがいてくれるだけで、私には多くのことができるのです。もし、私が望むなら、全てのことを、あなたはなさるでしょう。

１日１日を過ごす力を与えてください。あなたから離れることのないように。私を導いてください。あなたの歌を与えてください。そして、その歌を他の人たちと分かち合うことができるように。

イエス様、私があなたの目を見たとき、父の愛をあなたに感じました。

あなたが語る全て、あなたがされる全てに、天からのあなたの光が輝き、降り注いでいるようです。

主よ、どうぞあなたのために、私が輝けるように。

私の人生に一度、全てを手にしたと思ったときがありました。

しかし、あなたが私の中にいなければ、私は生きていなと同じだと、気がついたのです。
