Brothers and sisters,

As an English and Bible teacher in Hiroshima, I consider it a privilege to serve God in this way.  I believe God has called me here to work for Him.  Please let me share a small part of my life with you today.

I was born in Brisbane, Australia, 25 years ago into an SDA Christian family.  My two older brothers and I attended church every Saturday and went to SDA schools.  I always wanted to do what was right.  I chose to be baptised when I was about 12 years old.

During year 11 in 1999 I began compromising the principles I believed God had given me.  I followed my friends and not God.  I didn’t find peace, but felt restless & rebellious.  This continued almost 2 years.  During this time, I still continued to attend church and look like a good person, but my heart was not towards God.

In 2000, after hearing God’s message through different preachers, I was convinced God loved me far more than I previously realised.  One time, I broke down in tears, and I decided from that moment to follow God with all of my life.  The peace and joy that came into my heart was very precious.  Since then, I haven’t turned back.
After that year, I went to university, and, during talks and discussions with people, my faith was challenged.  I would not know how to answer these objections but God would help me understand that the faith He had given me before was correct.

I had a burden to share my faith with many people, and, as a result, I would help out at church a lot.  I eventually decided to quit my well-paid permanent computing job at university, and become a Bible teacher in Melbourne, Australia for 6 months.  Again my faith was challenged, but, God really showed me that He is real, and gave me one of the sweetest experiences I’ve had.  Through Bible teaching, people have decided to give their life to Jesus.  

During my time in Melbourne, God lead guided me to decide to teach English and Bible at the SDA English schools in Japan.  I did not want to do this, but God made it clear to me where He wanted me to be.  So, after submitting to Him, I decided to follow, and now I don’t regret the way He has lead me.
Since coming to Japan, I’ve been so encouraged by some of the non-Christian people who have come to the Bible classes David and I teach.  It makes me so glad to see people accepting the teachings of Jesus and decide prepare their hearts for eternity.
I feel a burden for the people in Hiroshima and Japan.  Millions of people have not heard the gospel.  This church in Takeya-cho has a responsibility for carrying the good news of Jesus to the city of Hiroshima.  We face a large challenge together.  

There is something we need to change.  The church does not seem to be growing.  If we continue the same pattern of church activities, then in 50 years, the church will be the same size and the city of Hiroshima will still not have heard the gospel of Jesus.  Many people in this city will accept the gospel if they hear it.

To be honest, I sense this church is too inward focussed, and not reaching out enough.  Sometimes it seems like it would be very difficult for non-Christian people in Hiroshima to come into this church.
The responsibility rests with us.  It rests with every, individual member.  When we stand before God on judgment day, will there be people who are not in heaven because we didn’t tell them how they can get there?

Coming from an outside country, I, along with others I’ve talked to, can see the way that culture has stifled the spread of the gospel.  We can be so polite, and so careful not to offend people, that the message we have does not go forward.  Jesus offended people, the prophets offended people, and the early apostles offended many people.  They had a message of hope, but some people rejected it.  
We need to not be confined by our cultural expectations.  We need to take risks.  We need to think big, creatively, and beyond our culture, on how we can reach people.  We need to humble ourselves, search God with all our hearts, and pray.
We need a revival in our personal lives.  We need God to work changes in our hearts.  We need God’s Spirit to revive our hearts.  We need to seek God and see what He is calling us to do.

God is real.  God cares for us.  Jesus died to save us.  He wants to forgive us.  This world will end soon.  Jesus promises us eternal life.  This is the message of hope we need to carry.  This is why I came to Japan.  This is why God has raised up this church in Hiroshima.  If we don’t fulfil our responsibility, God will pass by this church and pass the responsibility onto other people.

