Isn’t spring such a beautiful time of year?  As the days get warmer, the sun shines brighter, the cherry blossoms bloom, the birds sing, and everything points forward to newness and freshness.
The school year in Australia is from February to December, and it’s always quite hot (since it is summer in Australia during New Year).  But, in Japan, where the school years starts in April during spring, it has a very nice feel about it.  It seems as if the environment (weather, plants etc) is helping prepare for the new school year ahead!
This is my first spring in Japan, which means it’s my first chance to go cherry blossom watching!  I’m looking forward to seeing the beautiful flowers.  And, after such a long, cold winter, the warm days feel so nice.

The new things, freshness, cleanness, beginnings and starts, all remind me of two special things.  Firstly, it reminds me of the experience of a new Christian.  When someone decides to serve God and follow Jesus Christ, their life is new!  The new life is very different from the old life.  The new life has new meaning, new purposes, new confidence and strength, and new hope in the future.  When someone becomes a Christian, they become a new person! (2 Corinthians 5:17)  My experience as a Christian, is that my life is being continually renewed.
The second thing that spring reminds me of, is heaven.  The Bible teaches that, in the future, there will be a new heaven and a new earth.  All of the old things on this earth, evil, violence, hatred, pollution, wars etc, will be removed.  The pain of our previous lives will not be remembered.  A new world will be created.  How will all this happen?  You can learn about this in the Bible classes.
Don’t you want newness in life?  Don’t you want to look forward to a new earth?

