Water is very powerful, important and significant.  Can you imagine life without water?  Water is vital for life!  We use water to wash and clean things.  We use water to wash ourselves.  And, water also keeps us clean on the inside.  We drink water to stay alive!

There is a beauty in and an attraction to water.  The ocean creates a vast and powerful feeling inside of us.  As we look at a waterfall in the mountains, we see the beautiful scene and feel relaxed.  Rivers, streams and lakes offer us something peaceful to look at.
Water also serves an important role in religion.  Priests of Israel used water to wash themselves before they worshipped God in the temple.  Christians also use water as part of worship.  When someone chooses to follow Jesus, they choose to be baptised, or, submerged in water.  This is called “baptism”.  It symbolises washing away sins or bad things that the person has done, making them forgiven and clean.  Baptism also symbolises a “burial” of an old life and a “rebirth” of a new life.  The person who is baptised experiences a clean new life as they choose to follow Jesus and receive eternal life.
During our lives, we sometimes regret things we have done.  We hurt people or do wrong things.  We don’t always feel good about what we’ve done.  But, Jesus offers us forgiveness.  Jesus also offers us eternal life!  If we choose to turn away from the wrong things we’ve done, we can be saved from guilt and death, and have forgiveness and eternal life.
How can I do this?  We can say a silent prayer in our hearts to God, tell Him what we have done, and He will forgive us.  We are not saved from death by doing good things.  We are saved because of God’s mercy toward us.  God washes us with symbolic “water”.  He forgives us.  Our hearts become clean!  Is that something you would like?
