Dear Friends,

We are drawing near to the end of another year.  The temperatures are dropping as we enter the final month of the year.  Winter encourages as to use some of those things which keep us warm:  gloves, scarfs, jumpers, jackets, hot baths, hot drinks, heaters, kotatsus, blankets and even friends.  In the coldest time of the year, we draw close together with friends and family, keeping our hearts and friendships warm.

I’m looking forward to returning to Australia for two weeks, to see my brother’s new baby and his family, my own family, Mum, Dad and brothers, my grandparents and relatives, and friends.  As you may know, Christmas is a very hot time in Australia, and many people go to the beach or have a barbeque with family.  It’s the most important family time.

Even though Australian Christmas is hot, we still look forward to rekindling the warm fire that burns within each family and between friends.  The coldness separates us during the year, but coming together again warms our hearts.
Living life today can be very cold, isolated and lonely.  Sometimes society and this world do not offer us much friendship or warmth, except for a hot drink from a vending machine.  Because this world is cold and often unsympathetic, Someone had a plan to bring warmth back to our world.  God seemed so distant from earth.  It seemed as if He didn’t care.

But, on Christmas day, about 2000 years ago, the God of gods reconnected with this world.  On a cold night, the Son of God was born as a baby in Israel.  Jesus, the Son of God, became “God with us”.  The coldness of separation between God and humans melted away as God came to be with us.  The warmth of God’s “father heart” reached from heaven to earth and united us with heaven again.

Jesus birth on Christmas day, His life, His death, His resurrection, have established a link between God and us, between heaven and earth, that will never be destroyed.  During the coldest times of Christmas and New Year, we experience the reconnection, the closeness, the warmth of family and friends together.  This is the same “togetherness” that Christ had made possible between us and God.
Because of Christmas, we are reunited.  This Christmas, will your heart be open to receive the warmth your heavenly Father offers?
