Run the race, look to Jesus.

Have you ever been on a really long walk before?  Or climbed a really tall mountain?  Or worked very hard to get somewhere, to make something or to achieve a goal?
Did you feel like giving up sometimes?  Did you put your best effort in?  Were you strong enough to finish?

Last month, my friend, George and I decided we wanted to ride across Japan.  We haven’t seen a lot of Japan yet, and we thought this would be an excellent thing to do!  We set a date for the ride, which would take us 3 or 4 days.

We began asking people about it, finding out as much as we could.  We looked up maps, searched the Internet for tourist places and did a lot of planning.  I even bought a new bike and got everything ready.  The night before the bike ride, we made final plans.  We couldn’t wait to go.  We would ride about 120 km.

Then on Friday morning, finally, we left for our trip.  Everything was packed.  We got out of the city and rode beside a beautiful river with tall mountains.  The rode was quite flat and easy to ride.  We stopped for lunch and had a nice cool swim in the river after riding in the hot sun.

Then we hit the mountains!  We had to ride very slowly up the mountains.  We stopped many times to catch our breath.  The sun felt hotter.  The road was steeper.  Everything seemed much worse.

We had not planned to stay anywhere yet, and the afternoon was drawing to a close.  There were not many towns nearby, and we couldn’t understand Japanese very well either, so it was difficult to read the road signs.  The map showed us there was an onsen ahead and we hoped there was some accommodation there.  If we kept going we would arrive there about 5 o’clock in the afternoon.  On we kept pedalling.  Sore legs, hot sun, worn out, tired, thirsty and ready for a rest… but we kept going.
We made it to the onsen, and, to our relief, there was accommodation.  We were able to have a room for half price, and a man there gave us another night’s accommodation in his own home for free!  We were so lucky.

After arriving we were exhausted and sweaty, hungry and tired.  We relaxed in the beautiful onsen.  It was sooooo nice.  Then we enjoyed an air-conditioned room with nice tatami mats and futons.  We ate dinner and rested very well.

The next day, we enjoyed beautiful scenery, and met some lovely, friendly Japanese people.  Then Sunday, we were excited to ride down the other side of the mountains to Hamada-shi, Shimane-ken on the other side of Japan.  It was fun to ride fast through the tunnels, down the mountains and around the corners.

We live on this world.  We believe in God.  We believe Jesus came to save us and showed us how to live.  We believe Jesus is preparing a place for us in heaven.
In our lives, we have a race to run.  We have a bike ride to go on.  We have mountains to climb.  We have a race to run.
Let us run the race before us.  Leave anything behind, which will slow you down.  We have so many people to help us in the race.  As we run, let us look to Jesus.  Focus on Jesus.  Jesus first helped us know God.  He has been on every race, climbed every mountain, and is able to help you in every situation.

On our bike ride, if we packed too much, we would not be able to reach our goal.  In our lives we should leave behind anything that will slow us down in the race to heaven.

If we did not have a map, we would get lost.  In our lives, we use the Bible as our map, to guide us in life, so we don’t get lost.

If we did not have a goal or destination, then we would not get there.  In our lives, we look to Jesus.  We spend time thinking about Jesus, praying to Jesus, and living for Jesus.

When we leave behind the bad things in life, when we read the Bible map, when we look to Jesus, then we can reach our goal in heaven.  Just like we enjoyed the nice onsen, motel room, friends and fast-down hill bike ride, you can enjoy heaven.

Focus on Jesus every day and you will reach heaven.

