2008.02.15 Vespers

Message: God has a plan for your life. You are important to God. Even when it seems like God is not leading your life, He is still in control and guiding you.  Maintain integrity and your faith in God even when times are difficult.
Ask everyone, “Can you remember the day you were born?”

No, of course not!

Ask everyone, “Well, then what is the earliest childhood memory you have?”

Ask each person to share the earliest they can remember.

Was it about your family?  Was it a good memory?

Today we are going to look at the story of Joseph.

Joseph was a very powerful ruler of Egypt at about 1800 BC.

You may have studied about ancient Egypt at school and learn about the pyramids.  Well, Joseph ruled over Egypt for a number of years after this time.

How did he become such a powerful ruler?

Let’s begin with the birth of Joseph.
Genesis 30:22  Then God remembered Rachel; he answered her prayer and made it possible for her to have children. 

Gen 30:23  She became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She said, "God has taken away my disgrace by giving me a son. 

Gen 30:24  May the LORD give me another son"; so she named him Joseph. 

Gen 30:22  神はラケルを覚えておられた。神は彼女の願いを聞き入れて、その胎を開かれた。 

Gen 30:23  彼女はみごもって男の子を産んだ。そして「神は私の汚名を取り去ってくださった。」と言って、 

Gen 30:24  その子をヨセフと名づけ、「主がもうひとりの子を私に加えてくださるように。」と言った。 

So, Joseph is born.  Let’s keep reading to find out what happened when Joseph was 17 years old.
Gen 37:3  Jacob loved Joseph more than all his other sons, because he had been born to him when he was old. He made a long robe with full sleeves for him. 

Gen 37:4  When his brothers saw that their father loved Joseph more than he loved them, they hated their brother so much that they would not speak to him in a friendly manner. 

Gen 37:5  One time Joseph had a dream, and when he told his brothers about it, they hated him even more. 

Gen 37:6  He said, "Listen to the dream I had. 

Gen 37:7  We were all in the field tying up sheaves of wheat, when my sheaf got up and stood up straight. Yours formed a circle around mine and bowed down to it." 

Gen 37:8  "Do you think you are going to be a king and rule over us?" his brothers asked. So they hated him even more because of his dreams and because of what he said about them. 

Gen 37:3  イスラエルは、彼の息子たちのだれよりもヨセフを愛していた。それはヨセフが彼の年寄り子であったからである。それで彼はヨセフに、そでつきの長服を作ってやっていた。 

Gen 37:4  彼の兄たちは、父が兄弟たちのだれよりも彼を愛しているのを見て、彼を憎み、彼と穏やかに話すことができなかった。 

Gen 37:5  あるとき、ヨセフは夢を見て、それを兄たちに告げた。すると彼らは、ますます彼を憎むようになった。 

Gen 37:6  ヨセフは彼らに言った。「どうか私の見たこの夢を聞いてください。 

Gen 37:7  見ると、私たちは畑で束をたばねていました。すると突然、私の束が立ち上がり、しかもまっすぐに立っているのです。見ると、あなたがたの束が回りに来て、私の束におじぎをしました。」 

Gen 37:8  兄たちは彼に言った。「おまえは私たちを治める王になろうとするのか。私たちを支配しようとでも言うのか。」こうして彼らは、夢のことや、ことばのことで、彼をますます憎むようになった。 

Did God have a plan for Joseph?  Did things seem to be going well for Joseph?

It didn’t seem like he was getting on well with his family.  Let’s keep reading to see what happened next.

Gen 37:13  Jacob said to Joseph, "I want you to go to Shechem, where your brothers are taking care of the flock." Joseph answered, "I am ready." 

Gen 37:13  それで、イスラエルはヨセフに言った。「お前の兄さんたちはシェケムで群れを飼っている。さあ、あの人たちのところに使いに行ってもらいたい。」すると答えた。「はい。まいります。」 

Gen 37:18  They saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted against him and decided to kill him. 

Gen 37:18  彼らは、ヨセフが彼らの近くに来ないうちに、はるかかなたに、彼を見て、彼を殺そうとたくらんだ。 

Gen 37:28  and when some Midianite traders came by, the brothers pulled Joseph out of the well and sold him for twenty pieces of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. 

Gen 37:28  そのとき、ミデヤン人の商人が通りかかった。それで彼らはヨセフを穴から引き上げ、ヨセフを銀二十枚でイシュマエル人に売った。イシュマエル人はヨセフをエジプトへ連れて行った。 

Gen 37:36  Meanwhile, in Egypt the Midianites had sold Joseph to Potiphar, one of the king's officers, who was the captain of the palace guard. 

Gen 37:36  あのミデヤン人はエジプトで、パロの廷臣、その侍従長ポティファルにヨセフを売った。 

Can someone tell me in your own words what has just happened to Joseph?

Would you like to be in Joseph’s position?
If you were in Joseph’s position, how would you feel?

Would it be easy to trust God and know that He is leading you?

Let’s keep reading:

Gen 39:5  From then on, because of Joseph the LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian and everything that he had in his house and in his fields. 

Gen 39:6  Potiphar turned over everything he had to the care of Joseph and did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate. Joseph was well-built and good-looking,
Gen 39:5  主人が彼に、その家と全財産とを管理させた時から、主はヨセフのゆえに、このエジプト人の家を、祝福された。それで主の祝福が、家や野にある、全財産の上にあった。 

Gen 39:6  彼はヨセフの手に全財産をゆだね、自分の食べる食物以外には、何も気を使わなかった。しかもヨセフは体格も良く、美男子であった。 

Things seem to be looking good for Joseph.  He’s now been made ruler over the house of a powerful government official of Egypt!  God must be with Joseph!  Joseph might be starting to see God leading in his life again.  What happens next?

Gen 39:11  But one day when Joseph went into the house to do his work, none of the house servants was there. 

Gen 39:12  She caught him by his robe and said, "Come to bed with me." But he escaped and ran outside, leaving his robe in her hand. 

Gen 39:17  Then she told him the same story: "That Hebrew slave that you brought here came into my room and insulted me. 

Gen 39:20  and had Joseph arrested and put in the prison where the king's prisoners were kept, and there he stayed. 

Gen 39:11  ある日のこと、彼が仕事をしようとして家にはいると、家の中には、家の者どもがひとりもそこにいなかった。 

Gen 39:12  それで彼女はヨセフの上着をつかんで、「私と寝ておくれ。」と言った。しかしヨセフはその上着を彼女の手に残し、逃げて外へ出た。 

Gen 39:17  こうして彼女は主人に、このように告げて言った。「あなたが私たちのところに連れて来られたヘブル人の奴隷は、私にいたずらをしようとして私のところにはいって来ました。 

Gen 39:20  ヨセフの主人は彼を捕え、王の囚人が監禁されている監獄に彼を入れた。こうして彼は監獄にいた。 

Now, if you were Joseph, how would you feel?

Joseph was away from his family, away from anyone else who worshipped the same God, and no-one would see what he does, except for the Egyptians.  So, if Joseph did something wrong (even something little) it wouldn’t really matter, because no-one would know.

But, Joseph served the true God.  He stuck to His principles, even when no-one else was around.  He didn’t sleep with a lady who was not his wife, but he remained pure.  And, when falsely accused, he still chose to follow God, despite the bad consequences.
While Joseph was in prison, he became one of the officials (managers) there, but still remained in prison.  Pharaoh learned about Joseph and the God he served.

Gen 41:14  The king sent for Joseph, and he was immediately brought from the prison. After he had shaved and changed his clothes, he came into the king's presence. 

Gen 41:14  そこで、パロは使いをやってヨセフを呼び寄せたので、人々は急いで彼を地下牢から連れ出した。彼はひげをそり、着物を着替えてから、パロの前に出た。 
To shorten the story, this is what happens next:

Gen 41:38  and he said to them, "We will never find a better man than Joseph, a man who has God's spirit in him." 

Gen 41:39  The king said to Joseph, "God has shown you all this, so it is obvious that you have greater wisdom and insight than anyone else. 

Gen 41:40  I will put you in charge of my country, and all my people will obey your orders. Your authority will be second only to mine. 

Gen 41:38  そこでパロは家臣たちに言った。「神の霊の宿っているこのような人を、ほかに見つけることができようか。」 

Gen 41:39  パロはヨセフに言った。「神がこれらすべてのことをあなたに知らされたのであれば、あなたのように、さとくて知恵のある者はほかにいない。 

Gen 41:40  あなたは私の家を治めてくれ。私の民はみな、あなたの命令に従おう。私があなたにまさっているのは王位だけだ。」 

So, Joseph became ruler of the mighty nation of Egypt.

Joseph was later able to see his family again, to help them during a drought, and provide his family with some of the best land in Egypt to live in.

The descendants of this family were later used by God to carry God’s message to the world.

What do you think about the story of Joseph?  It’s quite a dramatic story isn’t it?
Do you think that God was leading in Joseph’s life?

Why do you think so?

How about your own life?  Is God leading in your life?

Did Joseph always know see clearly God’s leading?  Maybe not.

But, God was still guiding Joseph and God was still in control of his life.

How can we be sure that God is leading in our own lives?

Eph 1:4  Even before the world was made, God had already chosen us to be his through our union with Christ, so that we would be holy and without fault before him. Because of his love 

Eph 1:5  God had already decided that through Jesus Christ he would make us his children---this was his pleasure and purpose. 
Eph 1:4  すなわち、神は私たちを世界の基の置かれる前からキリストのうちに選び、御前で聖く、傷のない者にしようとされました。 

Eph 1:5  神は、ただみこころのままに、私たちをイエス・キリストによってご自分の子にしようと、愛をもってあらかじめ定めておられたのです。 

Jer 29:11  I alone know the plans I have for you, plans to bring you prosperity and not disaster, plans to bring about the future you hope for. 

Jer 29:11  わたしはあなたがたのために立てている計画をよく知っているからだ。・・主の御告げ。・・それはわざわいではなくて、平安を与える計画であり、あなたがたに将来と希望を与えるためのものだ。 

God is always there guiding your life.
Remember before we read the story of Joseph how you thought of your earliest memory?  Well, before that, God had a plan for your life.  God thought of you and gave you a destiny.
At times, maybe many times, it might be difficult to see God’s leading, but, just as in the story of Joseph, God is always guiding your life, taking care of you.  Never forget that God cares so much for you.

What can we do to remind us that God is in control of our lives?

Jer 29:12  Then you will call to me. You will come and pray to me, and I will answer you. 

Jer 29:13  You will seek me, and you will find me because you will seek me with all your heart. 

Jer 29:12  あなたがたがわたしを呼び求めて歩き、わたしに祈るなら、わたしはあなたがたに聞こう。 

Jer 29:13  もし、あなたがたが心を尽くしてわたしを捜し求めるなら、わたしを見つけるだろう。 

Search for God with all your heart.  He is in control.
