Vespers 2008.09.26

Songs, prayer, intro, welcome, etc

Think of a time when someone forgave you after you had done something bad.

Before the person forgave you, how did you feel?  Of course, not very good.

In life, we do wrong things.  We do things we regret.  And, then, we feel guilty.  What can we do about this?  How can we get rid of the guilt?  Can we escape the guilt that remains in our lives?

Let’s read a story about a woman who felt very guilty.  This story happened 2000 years ago when Jesus lived in Israel.  Let’s see what Jesus did in the story.

John 8:1-11.  Read in English.  Read in Japanese.

Any questions?

Review the story in basic language with a simple outline.

What was the woman guilty of?  Adultery

What was the punishment for adultery?  stoning

What does “stoned” mean?  To kill by throwing stones at someone

Is adultery a serious sin?  yes

Who were the Pharisees?  religious leaders

What was the attitude of the Pharisees?  one of accusation

Did the Pharisees care about the woman?  No

How did the Pharisees feel when Jesus wrote on the ground?  Guilty

What do you think Jesus wrote on the ground?  The sins of the Pharisees

What did Jesus mean by, “He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first”?  “If you are perfect, then you can punish her.”  Or  “You are more guilty than her”

Did the Pharisees punish the woman?  No, because they felt too guilty to punish her.
Who was Jesus?  Teacher

What was the attitude of Jesus?  One of love, care, forgiveness, hope

Did Jesus condemn the woman?  No.
What was the woman’s attitude at the start of the story?  One of fear and guilt

What was her attitude when Jesus didn’t condemn the woman?  Sorry

If the woman was not sorry, or if she was going to continue committing adultery, do you think the story would be different?  Yes.  She could not be forgiven if she was not sorry.

What did Jesus say to her at the end of the story?  “I don’t condemn you. Go and sin no more”.  Jesus gives us power to live a new life free from guilt.
How did the woman feel after Jesus did not condemn her?  Free, relieved, forgiven, free
Who would you prefer to judge you?  Pharisees or Jesus?
As we pray, would you like Jesus to clear away any guilt that we might have?

