Good morning friends!
Thank-you for coming today!

In Australia, we don’t usually bow to people, we usually shake hands.

Since coming to Japan, I had a dream that I was back in Australia and I started bowing to everyone!

So, today, let’s do something different. Let’s say hello and introduce ourselves with a handshake to three people near us.

Sometimes our mind is like a circle.  We think about all kinds of things.
We think about work, holidays, friends, family, learning English, etc.

But, there are many more things we don’t think about.  For example, studying Portuguese, the history of Germany, our next-door neighbours birthday, or the Hindu religion.  Today, we might be talking about a few things that are outside the circle.  It’s sometimes hard to think about new things, but let’s do our best to enlarge the circle of our minds.
New life!  Did you all see the flyer advertising today’s program?  Change your life.  Experience peace.  Know the future.  Are these things you would like?

Would you like to know how to have more confidence in life?  What is God like?  Who is Jesus Christ?  And, how can the Bible help me?  We will be looking at these questions today.

So, is there hope?
You get stressed out at work and feel you can’t do your job good enough.  What do you do?
You get angry and say hurtful words to a friend or family member.  How can you restore the relationship with them?

Your friend tells you about breaking up with his girlfriend.  How can you comfort them?

Your grandma passes away.  What happens to her after that?

Prices keep rising.  Wars are still being fought around the world.  Cyclones and earthquakes seem to be getting worse.  What are the answers?  Why do innocent people suffer and die?  Life doesn’t seem to be fair.

What we want is a change… a change in life that will bring peace to our lives and the lives of other people.  Will there be peace in the future?  Is there hope for everyone on the earth?  Can’t life just be more simple and easy?

Let’s start at the beginning.  Let’s read Genesis 1:1.

In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth.

V xx:  Everything was very good.

In the beginning, this world was perfect.  But, through disobeying the universal laws, pain, suffering and death came into the world.  The Bible describes the story.

Evil began to cause sickness and hurt, and soon after, violence, anger and hate existed.  The world descended into a kind of darkness.  Each person born was destined to die. Nothing on this earth would live forever.  Everyone would eventually pass away.
This is where we find ourselves.  We are trapped in the cycle of life and death.  This cycle of good and bad things, swirling around.  Some people seem to have a good life and others have a very miserable and painful life.

What did God think about all of this?  After He created the earth perfect, He saw that evil caused so much devastation.  Did God care?
God had a plan.  A plan to rescue the earth from the painful, meaningless cycle.  God is the Father of all people.  He created humans similar to Himself.  He loves humans as His children.  When He saw the suffering and pain, His heart was heavy and sad.  He could not stand the thought of seeing His children suffer and die without hope.  
How many people here have children?  (Raise your hand)  How do you feel when one of your children is miserable, sad or in pain?

This is how God felt when He saw His children suffering on earth.

This is still how God feels today when He sees us going through a difficult time.

How would God communicate to His children that He cared about them?

Hebrews 1:1.

In the past, God spoke to us through prophets.  God chose special people to write down and speak messages from Him.  The Old Testament, in the Bible, are these messages that were written by the prophets.

(Show that the first three quarters of the Bible is the Old Testament. Hold up a Bible and show how much.)

This part of the Bible was written more than 2000 years ago.

So, God communicated through the prophets in the Old Testament.  But..

Read Hebrews 2:1.

“But in these last days he has spoken to us through his Son. He is the one through whom God created the universe, the one whom God has chosen to possess all things at the end. “

So, now, God has spoken to us through His Son.  God has a Son!  Who is God’s Son?

Jesus Christ.

What is the year this year?  2008.  What does 2008 mean?  2008 years since what?

About 2008 years since Jesus Christ was born.

Jesus showed us who God was.  If you want to know “kami” and who He is, you can find out about Him by learning about Jesus Christ.

The New Testament tells us about Jesus Christ.  It records what He taught and what He did.
So, what did Jesus do?  When Jesus saw a blind man, He healed Him so He could see.  When Jesus saw a man who couldn’t walk, He gave Him power to walk!  When Jesus saw many hungry people, He provided food for them.  When Jesus met a prostitute, He forgave her and gave her power to live a new life.  He made mentally retarded people normal again.

Jesus taught the proud people to be humble.  Jesus taught religious teachers to teach the right thing.  He loved and welcomed children when they came to Him. Jesus taught us to love each other, even to love people who hate us.  Jesus taught us to forgive each other.  Jesus told us about the future of the world and that He would make things new and peaceful again.

This is who God is!  If you want to know who God is, just look at what Jesus did. God loved us so much He did not want us to be separate from Him.  So, what did He do?

John 3:16.

God loved us so much, that Jesus came so God could be with us.

Jesus came to restore us to be the original perfect person we were meant to be.

You remember how the world used to be perfect, but through disobedience, evil, pain, suffering and death came.

But, Jesus came to break the power of evil and darkness.  Jesus destroyed the power of death.  Because Jesus lived a good life, He gives us power to live a good life.  Jesus died, but He came back to life and returned to heaven.  Because of this, we can live again.  We know that we all die, but Jesus can give us the power to live again.

The Bible is full of good news to help us in life.
When we wonder if anyone cares about us, the Bible tells us that God will always be with us. (Matt 28:20).

When we wonder if we can be forgiven for the wrong things that we’ve done, the Bible tells us that God will forgive us.

When we feel worthless, the Bible reminds us that we are made in the image of God and that God has paid a high price for us.

When we want to know who God is, the Bible reveals Him to us.

When we see the wars, cyclones and earthquakes in the world, the Bible tells us that these things will happen, but that God will make all things new again.
When we have no hope, the Bible gives us hope.

When a friend or family member dies, the Bible tells us that we can see them again because of Jesus’ life.

God made the world perfect.  God loves us.  Evil entered the world.  Jesus broke the power of evil.  In the future, God will make the world perfect again.

This is the message of hope.  This is the message of the Bible.  It’s the greatest message this world will hear.  Personally I have found hope and comfort in the Bible and I want others to find the same good things I have.  That is why I am sharing with you today.  Let me finish with a story.

Luke 14:16.

This dinner is offered to everyone.  God invites us to be with Him.  Right now, God invites us to learn more about Him.  He invites us to see if the Bible is really true or not.  He says, “Everything is ready!”  “Come and accept a new life that I will give you.”  “Come and learn from me.  I will give you peace, security and rest.”  He says, “I care about you.  I take care of your life.  I am in control.  Come to me.”  This invitation is for everyone here.

At Hiroshima SDA Church here, we do our best to let people know about the good news in the Bible.  We have a number of different programs.

English Church

English Sabbath School

English Bible Class

Personal or small group English or Japanese Bible Studies

Friday night vespers

Youth Sports Nights

Youth social activities

Bible Study

English Classes

Social Events

Free Bibles (New Testament Only)

