Two weeks ago on Friday night, I was reading my Bible in bed.  It was getting late, and then I got a phone call.  It was my older brother!  He doesn’t usually call my mobile phone, so I was a bit surprised.  When I answered he said, “Uncle Brad!”  I knew exactly what he meant.  His wife had just given birth to a baby girl and he had become a father!

The joy that comes when a new life begins is incredible!  Since I am not a parent, I can’t fully understand this, but I was very excited when I knew I had a niece!  There is something special about new life.

Today’s message will attempt to answer the question:  What is a Christian?  Is a Christian a spooky, creepy person?  And, what is Christianity all about?  Why does Christianity exist and what is the point of it?

In previous talks, I’ve shared about some basic Christian teachings.  These things include:

· God created the heaven and the earth

· God loves and cares for every person as His own children

· Disobedience caused suffering and death to start on Earth

· God gave His Son, Jesus Christ, to us, so that each person can be rescued from suffering and death, and obtain eternal life

· The Bible contains the truth about God and tells us about Jesus

· The Bible contains the message of hope, words to help us in life today, and the words which lead us to eternal life

Today, I want to explain some things about what a Christian’s life is.  I want to focus on the life of a Christian, and focus on people who are Christians.

To begin with, let me say that no-one is born a Christian.  My parents are Christians, but I was not a Christian unless I decided to be.  Naturally, we are enemies of God because we are born into a sinful world.  Everyone who is a Christian has to make a personal choice to follow Jesus.

As we grow up, there are many questions that puzzle us.  Some questions that really cause us to think include the following:

· Where did I come from?

· Why am I here?

· How should I live now?

· After we die, can we keep living?

If we can not answer these questions, we will find it almost impossible to have hope in life.  If we don’t have hope in life, then there is no real point to life.  At this point, many people stop thinking about these things, and some even commit suicide because there seems to be no hope.  This is very tragic.  Life seems very dark.

But, the Bible is light.  It shines light on the path of life that we walk.  Ps 119:105.  It reveals to us that we have come from a caring Creator who made a perfect world.  The Bible explains why we experience suffering.  Its message tells us there is a rescue-plan to restore us and the earth to the original, complete, harmonious existence that God intended for us.  The Bible tells us that we can escape death.

This brings me to the first point.  A Christian’s life is not a life of darkness, nor a life without hope.  A Christian knows that they are cared for by God and that He loves them.  The Bible shines light on the Christian’s path, guiding them through difficulties in life.  A Christian has confidence and hope in the future, even when life is currently seemingly impossible. 

Another challenge that we face in life, is the challenge of coping with guilt.  No-one is perfect.  We all have done wrong things which hurt people and displease God.  As a result, we feel guilty.  So, how can we find peace?

This is the reason Jesus came to the earth from heaven.  God loves and cares for us.  But, He knows that our wrong actions will stop us from living forever and will give us guilt and a heavy heart.  But, “God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have eternal life”.  John 3:16.

We all need forgiveness.  We all want to be free from guilt.  Jesus Christ offers us the gift of forgiveness.  The forgiveness from God that I have experienced in life is very precious to me.  It releases me from guilt.  This is the second point: A Christian experiences freedom from guilt.

A third point about a Christian is this:  A Christian has power to break bad habits and wrong actions.  A Christian does not become perfect instantly, but they are given God’s power to overcome evil in their life.  Romans 6:6.

A lady who had committed adultery was brought to Jesus.  He did not condemn her, but said, “I do not condemn you.  Go and sin no more.” John 8:11.

I have heard many stories of people lives changing dramatically since they heard of Jesus and decided to follow Him.

Lives of violence, crime and hate, have been changed into lives of kindness, goodness and love.  This is the power of God.  This is the power in a Christian’s life.

But, a Christian’s life is not a “walk in the park”, “all plain sailing”, “a bed of roses”, or always easy.  A Christian goes through just the same struggles in daily life as everyone else.   In fact, sometimes a Christian’s life is harder.  “So,” you may ask, “what is the benefit?  Why would I want to be a Christian if a Christian’s life is just as hard or harder?”

A Christian always has a Friend who is with them through any difficulty.  When a Christian loses a family member or friend in death, even though they are distraught, terribly upset and heart-broken, they look forward in hope to the time that they will seem their loved one again in the next, new life.  When a Christian has financial difficulty, they trust their Father in heaven, God, who will provide everything they need.  When a Christian had difficulty in a relationship with a family member or friend, they can use Jesus’ teaching to help resolve or cope with a situation.  They can pray to God, and trust that He is in control.

Jesus said that if you want to follow Jesus, you must deny yourself and sacrifice.  This sounds hard, difficult and possibly undesirable.  But, think of it this way:

We have many things in life: health, education, employment, houses, cars, computers, money, friends, family, and even life itself.  If we begin to lose control of something, money or friends for example, we get nervous and begin to get stressed.  This is normal and natural.  But, if we have given our life to Jesus, to follow Jesus’ teachings, and if we trust God with everything we have and are, and we know God is taking care of us, even through difficult times, we can have peace of mind (安心).  If we lose something in our life, it’s ok, because we know God is still in control and caring for us.  We can have peace with God.  This is the kind of peace you can not find anywhere else.  I have experienced it, and continue to experience in my life as I trust in God, even during difficult times.

How can this be true?  Everyone must discover this for themselves.  If you search for God with your whole heart, you will find Him.  (Jeremiah 29:13)  If you search for the evidence, wanting to know the truth about life and God, you will discover it.  

Let me review the points I’ve already made, and then I’ll finish with a story.

Points:

· No one is born a Christian; becoming a Christian is an individual, personal choice

· A Christian has hope in the future because the Bible is the light to guide their life

· A Christian experiences the free gift of forgiveness and release from guilt

· A Christian lives a new, changed life because God’s power works in their life

· A Christian has will have peace during difficult times of sacrifice because they trust that God is in control

I want to conclude with this story of a friend I met in Melbourne, Australia.  His name is Jim.  He was born into a traditional Asian family and moved to Australia to study at University.  Over a period of two years, he came to know about the Bible message.  Please listen to what he says:

“The Bible studies gave me hope about the future. I believe I am not going to just die and become nothing - heaven is my goal. There is resurrection - life after life. Christianity provides a way out of this crazy world.”

“Jesus to me now is a God who controls everything and cares about me.”

When he made his decision to be a Christian, he prayed to God, “God, I decide to follow You all the way though my life, no matter how difficult my future will be. I believe You have Your plans for me, and You will take care of me”.

Then head said, “After my decision, I just felt full of peace.”

“I believe that beside our human effort, everything is under God's control. If you choose to believe and accept God; the best future is waiting for you.”

