You’ve been kidnapped!

Try and remember the best time you’ve had with your family.  Remember the time when you used to play with Dad.  Remember when Mum was so kind.  When you were sick, she would care for you.  Remember when Dad used to lift you up with his strong arms.  Think about the warmth of being in a family.  Think of the security you felt, knowing that Mum and Dad would take care of every problem in the world.  As you get older, think of how your parents would guide you and give you advice when you didn’t know what to do.  Think of the feeling of belonging, and always knowing you are loved.

Contrast this with another situation.

Imagine what it would be like if you had no parents.

Maybe some of you no longer have your parents to talk to.  This is sad.

Imagine if you never knew who your parents were.

When you were born, you did not see your mother or father.  You knew you had a father and mother, but you didn’t know who they were.  You never saw them.  You never knew if they cared about you.  You never knew if you were loved.  How would you feel?

How different are these situations?  Is it difficult for you to choose which situation you would like to be in?
Now consider the story of a girl who goes to school each day.  Her parents always look after her and she loved her parents.
One day, on the way home from school, she met a stranger, who offered her some nice lollies.  The next time, the man gave her some toys.  This happened many times.  Eventually, the man asked her to come with him in his car.  The girl climbed in the car, and her parents didn’t see her at home that night.  The little girl was stolen!

As many of you know, I am an Australian, and I have only been in Japan for about 3 months.  I’m enjoying my time here, especially learning about the culture.  One thing I have learnt about Japan, and something I like, is that the Japanese people are much more family oriented.  In Australian society, people are much more individual, but in Japan, families seem to be more important.  I think this is a good thing.  It gives you a nice sense of knowing you belong to your father and mother.

But, who do your father and mother belong to?  Well, that’s easy.  They belong to your grandparents.  Who do they belong to?  What happens if we keep doing this?  Where do people come from?  Who were the first “people”?

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen 1:1) … the whole universe, and everything in it.  During this time, God created the first people.  God carefully designed and created humans.  He made humans like Him.  He made us in the image of Him.  He made us as His children.  He made us to live forever with Him, and never die.  We belong to Him.  But, something terrible happened.
Satan, the devil, the enemy of God, tricked the first humans.  Just like the little girl, they were deceived.  They chose to follow the enemy of God, instead of trusting God.  They disobeyed God, and listened to the stranger, the devil.  As a result, sickness, death, pain, suffering and sadness are in the world.

God, who is our Father, gave us guidelines, laws and rules to follow.  Just like a loving parent who makes rules to protect their children from injury, God wants us to be safe from danger, and to live a happy life forever.  Just as parents don’t want their children to die, God does not want us to die.  God loves us even more than a father and mother love their son or daughter.

But, the girl was stolen.  We are still “stolen” by the enemy of God.  That is why we still experience pain and death.  How shall we escape?  How can we be rescued?  How can we live forever, just like God wanted us to do?

Jesus Christ, the son of God, made this possible.  Jesus came to this earth from heaven.  Jesus lived on this earth.  Jesus taught us about God.  He showed us what God is like.  He healed people.  He loved people.  He cared for people.  He died.  Jesus died, so that, even if we die, we can live again.  We can live again, after we die.
We were stolen from God.  The devil stole us.  But, Jesus died, so He could buy us back.  You do not belong to yourself.  You belong to God!  You were bought by God.  God purchased you by giving His Son to die.

We were separated from God.  But God has broken down the wall that separated us from Him.  We are no longer strangers to God.  We are now citizens of God’s kingdom.  We belong in God’s home.  Together, we are God’s children.

The little girl was later, bought back.  Her father paid an extremely large amount of money, to buy back his girl.  And the girl was safe again in her father’s home.

Look at this!  See how much love God has for us.  He calls us His children.  If God is our Father, then we are brothers and sisters.  We know where we belong.  We know who our Father is.  We love our Father, because He has bought us back.  We want to follow Him.
Jesus Christ said, “I’m going to prepare a place for you in my Father’s house.  I will come back, and take you to my Father’s home.”

Do you want to belong to God’s family?

